
MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

FRANKLIN’S METHODOLOGY AND ATTITUDES ON ADULT EDUCATION
 DO ALL YOU CAN IN SCIENCES…  AND THEN GO A LITTLE FURTHER.  KEEP COPIOUS NOTES.  REFINE AND REPEAT.  WHAT ONE SCIENTIST 

CAN DO ANOTHER SCIENTIST CAN DO.

 NOT ONLY MASTER, BUT LEAVE SCIENCES FURTHER DEVELOPED THAN YOU FOUND THEM, WHERE POSSIBLE.

 EACH ACCORDING TO HIS GIFTS, GOD’S GIFTS IMPARTED UNIQUELY UPON US.  WHAT ARE YOUR STRONGEST TALENTS?  HOW ARE YOU 
APPLYING THEM?  WHAT SCIENCES MAY BE ON THE BUCKET LIST FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT? 

 APPLY YOURSELF AND THE SCIENCES THOROUGHLY AND EXPANSIVELY.  WE SHALL SHOW BEN APPLYING HIMSELF AND THE SCIENCES 
EXPANSIVELY, ALWAYS BUILDING UP.  HE GREW MANY SCIENCES IN WHICH HE WAS INTIMATELY INVOLVED, LIKE RHETORIC, LIKE MUSICK 
AND MANY OTHERS INCLUDING THE NOVEL, LIKE ELECTRICITY…

 MORALITY AND SOCIETAL LOVE IS A MOST DIVINE DRIVING INFLUENCE IMPROVING INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES.  BE CONTENTED 
NOT BY MAKING MONEY, NOR BE TEMPTED BY PERSONAL EMOLUMENT.  THE HIGHEST CALLING IN LIFE IS REALIZED IN EDUCATING, 
GROWING AND IMPROVING THE LIVES AND LIBERTIES OF ORDINARY PEOPLE.

JANUARY 17, 1706, BOSTON – APRIL 17, 1790, PHILADELPHIA



AS WE ARE TAUGHT NEVER TO ENTER UPON ANY GREAT OR 
IMPORTANT UNDERTAKING, WITHOUT FIRST INVOKING THE 

BLESSING OF DEITY, LET US OFFER UP OUR DEVOTIONS.
 

O LORD SUPPORT US ALL THE DAY LONG, ALL THE WEEKEND 
LONG, UNTIL THE SHADOWS LENGTHEN, AND THE EVENING 

COMES, THE BUSY WORLD IS HUSHED, THE FEVER OF LIFE IS 
OVER, AND OUR WORK IS DONE. THEN IN THY MERCY GRANT 

US A SAFE LODGING, A HOLY REST AND LASTING PEACE. 
AMEN.



“THE OLD GOTHIC CONSTITUTIONS” PUBLISHED BY THE MASONIC BOOK CLUB 1985

(CITE: ROBERTS 1722, BRISCO 1724, COLE 1729, DODD 1739]

THIS ART WAS FIRST INVENTED BY JABAL THE SON OF LAMECH 
AND ADAH, BY WHOM THE FIRST HOUSE WITH STONES AND TREES 

WAS BUILT.

JABAL WAS THE FIRST TO WRITE ON THESE SUBJECTS, WITH HIS 
BRETHREN JUBAL, TUBAL CAIN, AND NAAMAH, WHO TOGETHER 

WROTE THESE ARTS, WHICH WERE FOUND BY [HERMARINES] 
“HERMES THE FATHER OF WISDOM” WHO TAUGHT SCIENCE.

*GRAMMAR: Teacheth a Man to Speak and Write truly.

*RHETORICK: Teacheth a Man to Speak Fair and in Subtle Terms.

*LOGICK: Teacheth to decern Truth from Falsehood.

*ARITHMETICK: Teacheth to Reckon and Count all Manner of Numbers.

*MUSICK: Teacheth the Voice, as Harp and Organ.

ASTRONOMY: Teacheth to know the Course of the Sun and Moon, and other Ornaments of the Heavens.

*GEOMETERY: Teacheth to Meter and Measure the Earth, and the Things of the same of which SCIENCE is MASONRY.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good Brethren and Fellows, our purpose is to let you know how, and in what manner this Craft of Masonry was begun;And afterwards how it was founded by worthy Kings and Princes, and many other worthy men:And also, to them that be here we will declare the CHARGE that doth belong to every True Mason to keep;For in good Faith, if you take heed thereunto, it is well kept, for a worthy Craft, and curious Science;For there be Seven Liberal Sciences.



*GRAMMAR: *RHETORICK: *LOGICK: *ARITHMETICK:*GEOMETERY:

Courtesy of the The Elks Magazine, 
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APPLIED PARCEL POST SCIENCE



https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-22-02-0074

Editorial Note on the Founding of the Post Office, 26 July 1775

One of the first institutions to suffer from the colonists’ rising hostility to Britain was the royal Post Office….

A system independent of the crown was becoming imperative.  The colonists need to communicate without fear of interception…

On May 29, nineteen days after they convened, delegates appointed a committee of six, including Franklin, “to consider the best means of 
establishing posts for conveying letters and intelligence through this continent.”...

The form in which it was adopted became the charter of the new Post Office. 

The head of the organization was the Postmaster General. His office was to be in Philadelphia and his annual salary $1,000; he was authorized 
to appoint a secretary and comptroller at a salary of $340, and as many deputies as he thought necessary…

The Postmaster General was to account annually with the continental treasurers (who, if proceeds were less than outlay, were to make good the 
difference), and was to establish postal routes from Falmouth (now Portland, Maine) to Savannah, with as many side routes as he thought fit…

There the record ends. The crucial report from Franklin’s committee has disappeared; neither his correspondence nor that of other delegates 
says anything about how the report was compiled or about the ensuing debate on it; all that remains is the bare outline of the actions Congress 
took. The same silence covers Franklin’s activities during his term of office. Almost no evidence about them survives, and the little that does is 
trivial.  The question of whether the new system was primarily Franklin’s creation, or his subordinates seems to be unanswerable. 

The Post Office was one of the solid achievements of the period, and the one about which the least is known.

*GRAMMAR: *RHETORICK: *LOGICK: *ARITHMETICK:*GEOMETERY:
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Editorial Note on the Founding of the Post Office, 26 July 1775One of the first institutions to suffer from the colonists’ rising hostility to Britain was the royal Post Office. As early as 1773 enterprising postriders in New England were establishing routes of their own in defiance of the law. “It is next to impossible to put a stop to this practice,” wrote a new surveyor general, “in the present universal opposition to everything connected with Great Britain. Were any Deputy Postmaster to do his duty, and make a stir in such matter, he would draw on himself the odium of his neighbours and be mark’d as the friend of Slavery and oppression and a declar’d enemy to America.” A system independent of the crown was becoming imperative.  The colonists need to communicate without fear of interception.  By the summer William Goddard’s “constitutional post,” a replacement for the older one, was making headway from New England to Virginia. In the autumn Goddard tried and failed to have the first Continental Congress take over his creation. But by the time the second Congress got down to business the whole situation had changed. Independent post offices were burgeoning, set up sometimes by towns and sometimes by colonial assemblies.4The delegates wasted no time. On May 29, nineteen days after they convened, delegates appointed a committee of six, including Franklin, “to consider the best means of establishing posts for conveying letters and intelligence through this continent.”5 The committee deliberated for almost two months, and on July 25 brought in its report. The next day the draft was debated, by paragraphs, and may or may not have been revised. The form in which it was adopted became the charter of the new Post Office. The head of the organization was the Postmaster General. His office was to be in Philadelphia and his annual salary $1,000; he was authorized to appoint a secretary and comptroller at a salary of $340, and as many deputies as he thought necessary, who were to have twenty percent of receipts up to $1,000 and ten percent of those above that amount, and who were to account quarterly with the central office. The Postmaster General was to account annually with the continental treasurers (who, if proceeds were less than outlay, were to make good the difference), and was to establish postal routes from Falmouth (now Portland, Maine) to Savannah, with as many side routes as he thought fit. Franklin was unanimously elected to the position on the day it was created, July 26.6 Soon afterward he appointed Richard Bache as secretary and comptroller and Goddard as surveyor general.7There the record ends. The crucial report from Franklin’s committee has disappeared; neither his correspondence nor that of other delegates says anything about how the report was compiled or about the ensuing debate on it; all that remains is the bare outline of the actions Congress took. The same silence covers Franklin’s activities during his term of office. Almost no evidence about them survives, and the little that does is trivial: six commissions as postmasters over his signature; a letter from Bache as his deputy asking a local committee to nominate to the office; expenses of one journey to Perth Amboy on postal business.8 The question of whether the new system was primarily Franklin’s creation, or his subordinates seems to be unanswerable. The Post Office was one of the solid achievements of the period, and the one about which the least is known.

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-22-02-0074
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BEN DONATED HIS POST MASTER 
GENERAL SALARY TO AID WOUNDED 

SOLDIERS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR.

Courtesy of the Smithsonian



https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-22-02-0074https://founders.archives.gov/about/Franklin
ABOUT THE WORKS CITED IN THIS PRESENTATION
 ABOUT THE PAPERS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

The Papers of Benjamin Franklin was established in 1954 under the joint auspices of Yale University and the American 
Philosophical Society. It is housed in Yale’s Franklin Collection, the world’s finest collection of printed, manuscript, and visual 
materials dedicated to the study of Franklin and his times, which was assembled by Yale alumnus William Smith Mason.

Forty volumes have been published to date, bringing the edition to September 1783, when Franklin and his colleagues signed 
the Treaty of Paris that ended the American Revolution and established the United States of America. 

The entire edition is projected to reach 47 volumes and will encompass approximately 30,000 extant papers.

*GRAMMAR: *RHETORICK: *LOGICK: *ARITHMETICK:*GEOMETERY:
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The Papers of Benjamin Franklin was established in 1954 under the joint auspices of Yale University and the American Philosophical Society. It is housed in Yale’s Franklin Collection, the world’s finest collection of printed, manuscript, and visual materials dedicated to the study of Franklin and his times, which was assembled by Yale alumnus William Smith Mason.Launched with a generous gift from Henry Luce in the name of Life Magazine, the project has been sustained by numerous grants from individuals; private foundations, including the Packard Humanities Institute, The Pew Charitable Trusts, the Florence Gould Foundation, the Mellon Foundation, and the Cinco Hermanos Fund; and two federal agencies, the National Historical Publications and Records Commission and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Forty volumes have been published to date, bringing the edition to September, 1783, when Franklin and his colleagues signed the Treaty of Paris that ended the American Revolution and established the United States of America. The entire edition is projected to reach 47 volumes and will encompass approximately 30,000 extant papers.

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-22-02-0074
https://founders.archives.gov/about/Franklin
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APPLIED MUSICK SCIENCE
https://fi.edu/en/science-and-education/collection/benjamin-franklins-glass-armonica

Benjamin Franklin's Glass Armonica

In the mid-1700s, Benjamin Franklin served as a delegate for colonial America and spent a great deal of time traveling to London and Paris. During this period, 
it was quite popular and entertaining for amateur musicians to perform on sets of "singing" or musical glasses. 

Ben Franklin completed his glass armonica in 1761. (Its name is derived from the Italian word for harmony.)

The glass armonica was one of the most celebrated instruments of the 18th century. Franklin began to take his beloved armonica with him when he traveled and 
played popular Scottish tunes or original compositions for his audiences. Later, composers such as Beethoven, Mozart, and Donizetti would write music for the 
armonica. 

At the time of his death in 1790, when more than 5,000 of them had been built, Ben Franklin had collected no money from his glass armonica. He refused to 
patent any of his inventions, saying:  "As we enjoy great Advantages from the Inventions of others, we should be glad of an Opportunity to serve others by any 
Invention of ours, and this we should do freely and generously."

*MUSICK

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the mid-1700s, Benjamin Franklin served as a delegate for colonial America and spent a great deal of time traveling to London and Paris. During this period, it was quite popular and entertaining for amateur musicians to perform on sets of "singing" or musical glasses. Franklin attended one of these concerts and was intrigued by the beauty of the sound. Almost immediately, he set to work applying the principles of wet fingers on glass to his own musical creation.Ben Franklin completed his glass armonica in 1761. (Its name is derived from the Italian word for harmony.) He didn't simply refine the idea of musical glasses, which were played much like children at the dinner table play them today, with notes being determined by the amount of water in the glass. Rather, Franklin made chords and lively melodies possible on his new instrumental invention.Working with a glassblower in London, Franklin made a few dozen glass bowls, tuned to notes by their varying size and fitted one inside the next with cork. Each bowl was made with the correct size and thickness to give the desired pitch without being filled with any water. Franklin also painted them so that each bowl was color-coded to a different note. A hole was put through the center of the glass bowls, and an iron rod ran through the holes. The rod was attached to a wheel, which was turned by a foot pedal. Moistened fingers touched to the edge of the spinning glasses produced the musical sounds.The glass armonica was one of the most celebrated instruments of the 18th century. Franklin began to take his beloved armonica with him when he traveled and played popular Scottish tunes or original compositions for his audiences. Later, composers such as Beethoven, Mozart, and Donizetti would write music for the armonica. Because of its almost immediate popularity, the glass armonica seemed destined for permanence. But by the 1820s, it was nearly a forgotten instrument.At the time of his death in 1790, when more than 5,000 of them had been built, Ben Franklin had collected no money from his glass armonica. He refused to patent any of his inventions, saying:"As we enjoy great Advantages from the Inventions of others we should be glad of an Opportunity to serve others by any Invention of ours, and this we should do freely and generously."Ben certainly gave freely and generously, constantly investing time and energy to make his ideas a useful or entertaining reality. Some said the glass armonica was magical, but perhaps the man responsible for it was. Franklin made it possible to create beautiful sounds with the touch of a finger, sounds that his wife Deborah once called, "the music of the angels." The glass armonica pictured here was constructed in London by Charles James in 1761, made from Ben Franklin's own instructions. The instrument has a mahogany case and stand, and the musical glass bowls are supported on corks along an iron rod.Note: The objects pictured above are part of The Franklin Institute's protected collection of objects. The images are © The Franklin Institute. All rights are reserved.
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THE KITELetter from Benjamin Franklin to Peter Collison dated October 19, 1752
Description of the electric kite experiment from a letter to Peter Collison dated October 19, 1752

Sir,

As frequent Mention is made in the News Papers from Europe, of the Success of the Philadelphia 
Experiment for drawing the Electric Fire from Clouds by Means of pointed Rods of Iron erected on 
high Buildings, &c. it may be agreeable to the Curious to be inform’d, that the same Experiment 
has succeeded in Philadelphia, tho’ made in a different and more easy Manner, which anyone may 
try, as follows.

Make a small Cross of two light Strips of Cedar, the Arms so long as to reach to the four Corners of 
a large thin Silk Handkerchief when extended; tie the Corners of the Handkerchief to the 
Extremities of the Cross, so you have the Body of a Kite; which being properly accommodated with 
a Tail, Loop and String…

This Kite is to be raised when a Thunder Gust appears to be coming on, and the Person who holds 
the String must stand within a Door, or Window, or under some Cover, so that the Silk Ribbon may 
not be wet; and Care must be taken that the Twine does not touch the Frame of the Door or 
Window. As soon as any of the Thunder Clouds come over the Kite, the pointed Wire will draw the 
Electric Fire from them, and the Kite, with all the Twine, will be electrified, and the loose Filaments 
of the Twine will stand out every Way, and be attracted by an approaching Finger.

And when the Rain has wet the Kite and Twine, so that it can conduct the Electric Fire freely, you 
will find it stream out plentifully from the Key on the Approach of your Knuckle. At this Key the 
Phial may be charg’d; and from Electric Fire thus obtain’d, Spirits may be kindled, and all the other 
Electric Experiments be perform’d, which are usually done by the Help of a rubbed Glass Globe or 
Tube; and thereby the Sameness of the Electric Matter [or “Fire”]  with that of Lightning 
completely demonstrated.

*ELECTRICITY



*ELECTRICITY

Courtesy of the Smithsonian

Electric Phial or Tube
[Electric Capacitor]

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At this Key the Phial may be charg’d; and from Electric Fire thus obtain’d, Spirits may be kindled, and all the other Electric Experiments be perform’d, which are usually done by the Help of a rubbed Glass Globe or Tube; and thereby the Sameness of the Electric Matter with that of Lightning completely demonstrated.Cloud – Kit – Twine – Key – Rod (Anchor) – Insulator – Phial – Dielectric [Insulator] / Electrolyte [Semi-Conductor]- Earth.  The closed-loop with Fire completely demonstrated.



”

“
FAMOUS QUOTES

Franklin’s Positions on:
Three Enablers of Great Societies, bolstering their rise…
And what Government of the People ought to promise…



”

“
FAMOUS QUOTES

  “Lose no time, be always employed in something useful.” 
    Related Proverb: “The idle mind is the devil’s workshop.”

“No limit to the good a person may do or the things they may accomplish, if not concerned about who gets the credits, the larger 
objective is getting something done with internal satisfaction.”

“Selflessness, moderation, and modesty as qualities of power.”

“To be worthy means to be worthy of trust.”

“The greatest benefit to be derived from being honest is a clear conscience.”

“Acquisition of wealth, convinced its possession will bring them happiness, there are those willing to sacrifice family, friends, 
health, reputation, independence and even their lives to the golden calf.”                                                   

 “Life is like a river.”

“Humility; Imitate Jesus and Socrates; method of self-improvement.”

“The whole of a man’s existence consists of more than this life alone, and who have lived virtuously, the prospect of dying holds no 
fear.”

“God governs; HE is Good; I pray HIM to direct you.”

“There are two ways to teach, by precept, by example.”

*GRAMMAR: *RHETORICK: *LOGICK



FAMOUS QUOTES *GRAMMAR: *RHETORICK: *LOGICK

Franklin valued usefulness over complexity: “Choose practicality over academic rigor.”

“Incentive is everything when trying to improve oneself.“

“Habit of humility is 2nd only to my habit of personal integrity.”

James 2:15-16; “Those who tell naked and hungry people to be “warmed and filled” but do nothing to help them find clothes or 
food…” are not effectively helping.

Old English Proverb: “He that would thrive must ask his wife.”

“Sell not virtue to purchase wealth, nor liberty to purchase power.”

“A false friend and a shadow, attend only while the sun shines.”

“In success be moderate.”

“Fools make feasts and wise men eat them.”

Promoted education in all including women. (“best way to take care of herself is to be educated”)

“Think of these things, whence you come, where are you going, and to whom you must account.”



THE SEVEN LIBERAL SCIENCES ARE ALL BUT ONE SCIENCE, THAT IS TO 
SAY, GEOMETRY.

THUS, A MAN MAY PROVE THAT ALL THE SCIENCES IN THE WORLD BE 
FOUND IN GEOMETRY;

FOR IT TEACHETH METER, MEASURE, PONDERATION, AND WEIGHT OF ALL 
KINDS OF EARTH;

AND THERE IS NO MAN WORKETH BY ANY CRAFT, BUT HE WORKETH BY 
SOME MEASURE;  AND NO MAN BUYETH AND SELLETH BUT BY MEASURE 
AND WEIGHT;

AND ALL GEOMETRICIANS, CRAFTSMEN, AND MERCHANTS, FIND OUT THE 
SEVEN SCIENCES;  ESPECIALLY PLOUGHMEN, AND TILLERS OF ALL 
MANNER OF GRAIN, BOTH CORN, SEEDS, VINES, PLANTS, TILLERS OF ALL 
OTHER FRUITS;

FOR NEITHER GRAMMAR NOR ASTRONOMY, OR ANY OF ALL THESE CAN 
FIND A MAN TO MEASURE OR METER WITHOUT GEOMETRY.

GEOMETRY IS BOTH SPECULATIVE AND PRACTICAL;
THE FORMER DEMONSTRATES THE PROPERTIES OF LINES, ANGLES AND 
FIGURES;

THE LATTER TEACHES HOW TO APPLY THEM TO PRACTICE IN 
ARCHITECTURE, TRIGONOMETRY, MEASURATION, SURVEYING, 
MECHANICKS, PERSPECTIVE, DIALLING, ASTRONOMY, NAVIGATION, 
FORTIFICATION ETC.



<Citing: Grand Lodges of Maryland, Massachusetts and Ohio, & Philosophical Society.org>



CLOSING PRAYER
THANK YOU

GO IN PEACE

SERVE THE CRAFT

THANKS BE TO GOD
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